xvi                   INTRODUCTION

later the long correspondence begins, Boswell found
in Temple what he afterwards found in his books,
a means of unburdening himself lavishly of his noble
ambitions and his Ignoble acts. In these letters he first
mounts the hobby of his own temperament which was
to remain his master-passion through life; and the
opportunities that he misses of self-portraiture are few.
He is a man of ancient blood and pride, grave and
reserved, with a Spanish statdiness of manner. A
man of whom any father would be proud. His parts
are bright, and his education good* He is fond of
seeing the world. He eats of every good dish* especially
apple-pie; He drinks old hock* He has a very fine
temper. He is of a good manly countenance, as attrac-
tive as it is amorous. He has infinite vivacity, yet is
observed at times to have a melancholy cast, ** My life
is one of the most romantic * * * and yet I am a very
sensible, good sort of man*'* He is youthful, warm
and natural, in charming health and spirits. What a for-
tunate fellow too with the ladles, what a variety of adven-
tures in all countries. 4< Upon my soul a fine woman*"
Nothing can check the irresistible flow of his confi-
dences.* The letters are teeming with absurdity, anti-
climax and the humiliating enumeration of the quaintest
foibles. Yet to how many, if we could only speak
frankly, are they not also a looking-glass and confessional
of the crude ambitions, enthusiasms, vanities, and aber-
rations of our youth ? Books read in college-rooms with
noble fervour, lamps burning all the night, reputations

* Touching his conscious habit of babbling at random and his
aspiration to become grave and reserved, see the letter in Malvolio's
vein on page 98, <c I wish to be at last an uniform, pretty man,"
Wax to the impression of the great doctor, and simultaneously that
vainest of God's creatures, a Scotch peacock playing at Narcissus to
his own image ! One must read Montaigne on Vanity to begin to
understand the plump* ** stately/' smile-provoking James Boswell*